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Welcome <<First

Name>>

My last College Connections, my last

days with the team here in the Canberra

O�ce, but it seems I will continue to

contribute in a voluntary capacity in the

new year. 2023 will let me spend more

time with family, to travel more, and to

pick up where my partner, Jenn, and I

left our adventures over 3 years ago

when I was engaged to help the College

through a rough patch. Jenn has put up

with my regular travels to Canberra with

great love and spirit. 

Signi�cant operational changes were made, sta� came and went, as did Boards, but

some key people made my unexpected start and ongoing tenure here a valuable and

worthwhile experience. Eimear Muir-Cochrane, Tom Ryan, John Hurley, and Mike

Hazelton have led the College as Presidents during my time here and all have proved

pragmatic and engaged, always available to discuss anything, all with a great

understanding of the needs of the College during these fraught years. Sta� have also

played a huge role in sorting operational matters and imparting corporate knowledge

which was really needed as we adapted to the ever-changing world. Central to the

sta� is Irene Dummett, a calm and pragmatic font of College knowledge across the

o�ce and the membership. Of course, our amazingly successful 2022 Conference,

that thrice delayed conference, was led by Ellen Fraser, with able assistance from the
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rest of the crew, who now comprise Lauren, Angus, Sophie, Jillian, Hannah, and

Bethany. 

So, now I am handing over the reins to Adrian Armitage. Adrian is already meeting

with sta� and reading extensively, and also drawing on his family bank of knowledge

in mental health and nursing. Ideas are �owing, and the skills and enthusiasm are

there to deliver exception results under his leadership.

I wish Adrian and Mike Hazelton well, and am con�dent that the membership will

support them as they have supported me over the years.

Take care

Stephen Jackson

Chief Executive O�cer

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianCollegeofMentalHealthNurses/
https://twitter.com/ACMHN
https://www.instagram.com/mentalhealthnurses_aus/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2218786/
https://acmhn.org/
mailto:communications@acmhn.org?subject=Tell%20your%20story
https://acmhn.org/login/
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Abstracts opening Friday 16 December

Message from Scienti�c Chair, Cathy Daniel

Dear Colleagues,

Following on from the amazing and friendly

conference this year, I am pleased to announce the

call for Abstracts for Melbourne #ACMHN2023 will

open this Friday. Mental health nurses need to review

the past, address gaps in practice, and

place ourselves at the forefront of change. On behalf

of the Scienti�c Committee, I welcome abstracts on

both research and practice and encourage you to

think about the potential for mental health nurses in

2023 and beyond. Now is the time to think about

submitting an abstract on innovations in mental

health nursing practice including service delivery, new

models of care, and your contribution to the future of

mental health nursing. I look forward to welcoming

�rst-time presenters and seeing mental health nurses

from across Australia and international come

together in Melbourne at #ACMHN2023.

Thank you to our amazing volunteer Branch

Committees and SIG Chairs!

Visit the ACMHN 2023 website

mailto:communications@acmhn.org?subject=Tell%20your%20story
https://acmhn.org/19-december-2022-christmas-meeting-hosted-by-victoria-branch/
https://www.acmhn2023.com/


12/15/22, 4:39 PM ACMHN I College Connections

https://mailchi.mp/0f54cbe898d4/acmhn-i-college-connections?e=[UNIQID] 4/8

A special thank you to our volunteers on the College Branch Committees and our

Special Interest Group Chairs. We are so lucky to have such a wonderful bunch of

volunteers assisting to provide education and networking events, promote College

membership and provide support and activities in the local areas and interest groups.

We appreciate your time and contribution and want to say a big thank you! 

Victoria Branch

Christmas catch up

Presenter: John Soulsby

Date: Monday 19 December 2022

Time: 6pm-8:30pm (AEDT)

Where: North Fitzroy Arms Hotel

Cost: Free 

CPD: 1 point

Register

Register at events@acmhn.org

Western Australia Branch - Save the date

Mental Health Nursing Autumn Symposium 'Ascending

the Mountain: Focusing on Outcomes'

https://acmhn.org/19-december-2022-christmas-meeting-hosted-by-victoria-branch/
https://acmhn.org/19-december-2022-christmas-meeting-hosted-by-victoria-branch/
mailto:events@acmhn.org
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Date of event: Friday 19 May 2023

Abstract open date: 25 February 2023

Registration open: March 2023

More information will be provided

shortly.

Register at events@acmhn.org

Consultation Liaison and Perinatal and Infant Mental

Health Special Interest Group Annual Conference

2023 - save the date

‘Reconnection in times of disconnection’

Date of event: Thursday 8 and Friday 9

June 2023

Location: Caloundra, QLD  

Abstract open date: December 2022

Registration open: January 2023

More information will be provided

shortly.

Enquiries to events@acmhn.org

NADA Conference 2023: Creating safe spaces

Abstracts are now open

Join the NADA Conference 2023: Creating safe spaces, to be held on 11–12 May at the

ICC Sydney Convention Centre. This conference will attract delegates from across

NSW, the broader Australian alcohol and other drug (AOD) treatment sector and other

health and human services. Showcasing interventions designed to improve outcomes

for clients, this event will inform with new ideas, engage with the evidence base and

provide networking opportunities. 

See all upcoming events

mailto:events@acmhn.org?subject=WA%20Branch%20Symposium
mailto:events@acmhn.org
mailto:events@acmhn.org?subject=CL%20and%20PIMH%20conference
mailto:events@acmhn.org
https://acmhn.org/events/
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NADA invites abstract submissions for oral presentations, workshops, symposium and

poster presentations. This is an opportunity for you to showcase your innovative

practice or research. Abstracts must be submitted by 5pm, Friday 20 January 2023.

No extensions to the deadline will be granted.

Enquiries to: conference@nada.org.au

MHPN 2023 Online Conference

Mental Health Professionals’ Network’s 2023 National Online Conference ALL

TOGETHER BETTER – Collaborative Mental Health Care in a Changing World 28 – 30

March 2023.

This fully online, interactive conference will explore how both our collective and

individual experiences over recent years have a�ected metal health service providers

and their clients, and provide a space for practitioners to re�ect, learn and network in

a structured and supportive environment. 

The conference is free to attend for all Australian mental health professionals,

however places are limited. 

Register now to secure your spot: www.mhpnconference.org.au

https://nada.org.au/news/abstracts-are-now-open/
mailto:conference@nada.org.au
http://www.mhpnconference.org.au/
https://talominbooks.com/upcoming-training-with-Leah-Giarratano
https://acmhn.org/jobs-for-mental-health-nurses/
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Work with people living with dementia?

Madushika Gamage, a student at

Gri�th University, is seeking

participants to take part in a survey

about nurses’ beliefs concerning pain

assessment of people living with

dementia (GU ref no: 2022/738). They

aim to recruit registered nurses in

Australia who work in a clinical situation

where there are older people who may

have dementia in this �rst phase. You

will be asked to complete an online

survey questionnaire.

If you are interested in participating in

this study, please click here.

If you would like more information,

please contact Madushika Kodagoda

Gamage (Madu) at 0480365085 or

madushika.kodagodagamage@gri�thu

ni.edu.au 

Below are some of the headlines for the week that are relevant to and report on

issues associated with mental health and the mental health nursing profession. Shares

are not endorsements.

ICN says in�uential research shows that a more ambitious expectation of UHC

would require an additional 30 million nurses and midwives | ICN

| International Council of Nurses

How do you �x general practice? More GPs won’t be enough | Mirage News

Healthcare workers sound the alarm on a mental health crisis in the industry

| ABC News

ICN warns that Universal Health Coverage will be a missed goal without

immediate investment in nurses | ICN | International Council of Nurses

https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/prodls200/index.php/695128?lang=en%C2%A0
https://www.icn.ch/news/icn-says-influential-research-shows-more-ambitious-expectation-uhc-would-require-additional-30
https://www.miragenews.com/how-do-you-fix-general-practice-more-gps-wont-908377/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-12-06/healthcare-workers-mental-health-crisis/101542098
https://www.icn.ch/news/icn-warns-universal-health-coverage-will-be-missed-goal-without-immediate-investment-nurses
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Mental Health Victoria Annual Report 2021-2022

The Australian College of Mental Health Nurses (ACMHN) is the pre-eminent and

authoritative voice of the mental health nursing profession in Australia. It

provides leadership to, and advocacy for mental health issues across the mental

health sector and nursing, as well as setting national standards of practice in

mental health nursing.
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